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SEVEN  REASONS  WHY 
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Should  Grip  the  Hearts  of 
Congregationalists 

I 

1  Through  the  American  Board  alone 
*  do  the  Congregational  Churches  of 
the  United  States  have  a  share  in  influ' 
encing  and  in  a  real  sense  shaping  the 
destinies  of  the  Near  and  Far  East  and 
of  Africa  in  preparing  them  for  safe  inter' 
national  relationship  with  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

International  conditions  everywhere 
call  for  the  strengthening  of  moral 
forces,  and  to  that  end  for  the  pressing 
of  Christian  education  at  every  point  of 
contact  with  non'Christian  peoples  and 
governments.  The  American  Board  is 
acknowledged  to  be  a  leader  in  this  field 
of  missionary  work. 

3  In  evangelistic  and  outreaching  effort 
♦  the  American  Board  also  is  making 
notable  contributions  in  many  lands.  The 


redemptive  and  regenerative  power  of  the 
Gospel  in  which  it  believes  and  which  it 
preaches  is  opening  up  areas  of  ministry 
which  cannot  be  vacated  or  left  unculti' 
vated  without  betrayal  of  a  sacred  trust 
providentially  imposed. 

/|  Some  large  and  populous  sections  of 

*  the  mission  field  have  been  left  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  American  Board 
alone.  This  is  approximately  the  case 
with  most  of  Turkey,  of  Mindanao  in  the 
Philippines,  of  distinct  portions  of  Rhode' 
sia  and  Angola  in  Africa,  of  Mexico,  of 
the  ShaoAvu  region  in  China,  and  of  as' 
signed  districts  in  all  the  fields  where  it 
works  in  conjunction  with  other  mission 
boards.  If  the  American  Board  fails,  these 
areas  are  left  unevangeliz,ed. 

C  In  the  remarkable  development  of 
^  *  the  democratic  spirit  that  is  now 
transpiring  in  India,  China,  Japan,  and 
even  in  Africa,  with  its  impulse  toward 
self-government  and  self-development  in 
religious  as  well  as  in  political  affairs,  the 
Congregational  churches,  with  their  Pil¬ 
grim  heritage,  have  a  distinct  contribu¬ 
tion  to  make  toward  the  nationah2,ing  of 
Christianity  in  these  lands. 

0  The  American  Board  in  all  its  fields 

*  is  a  loyal  supporter  of  movements 
toward  Christian  union  ;  it  is  doing  its  full 


part  to  prevent  the  perpetuating  of  Amer" 
ican  denominational  divisions  in  these 
lands  where  Christianity  is  now  being 
planted.  Its  missionaries  and  Christian 
communities  are  striving  toward  co'oper^' 
ative  work  and  in  notable  cases  toward 
organic  union,  as  in  India  and  China. 
This  Board  is  linked  with  other  Boards 
of  America  and  England  in  the  conduct 
of  union  educational  institutions,  such  as 
colleges  and  universities,  normal,  voca^ 
tional,  and  professional  schools.  It  shares 
in  such  united  conduct  of  several  theo¬ 
logical  seminaries. 

^  The  American  Board  stands  for  an 
all-round  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
the  world  ;  for  evangelism  which  realizes 
that  man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone  ; 
for  education  which  recognizes  that  mind 
and  heart  and  soul  need  to  be  trained  for 
the  love  and  service  of  God  ;  for  medical 
work  which  reflects  the  compassion  and 
the  heahng  impulse  of  Christ ;  for  indus¬ 
trial  and  social  efforts  which  look  toward 
a  better  world  to  live  in  ;  for  such  en¬ 
franchisement  and  elevation  of  the  new 
man  in  Christ  Jesus  as  shall  secure  to  him 
the  more  abundant  life  promised  in  the 
Gospel. 


SEVEN  TYPICAL  FACTS 

THAT  SHOW  THE  INABILITY  OF 
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TO  MEET 

PRESSING  OBLIGATIONS  ON' ITS 
NINETEEN  FIELDS 


It  is  a  Fact 

[1]  that  after  occupying  Mindanao  in  the 
Philippine  Islands  for  twenty'three  years 
the  American  Board  has  not  yet  one  mis' 
sionary  among  the  Moros  of  that  island, 
the  most  approachable  Moslem  people  in 
the  world.  For  lack  of  the  men  and  the 
money  this  great  chance  is  not  seiz,ed. 

It  is  a  Fact 

[2]  that  at  Fenchow  in  North  China  a 
modern  hospital,  with  men’s,  women’s, 
and  children’s  wards,  a  field  covering  two 
provinces,  and  able  and  devoted  doctors 
and  nurses  waiting  to  use  it,  remains  um 
finished  and  idle  for  the  lack  of  a  few 
thousand  dollars  for  completion  and  equip' 
ment. 

It  is  a  Fact 

[3]  that  the  American  Board,  to  its  em' 
barrassment  and  to  the  hindrance  of  the 


work,  is  lagging  in  the  payment  of  its 
share  of  funds  required  to  keep  going  one 
of  the  Union  Universities  (Fukien)  in 
China.  One  or  two  thousand  dollars 
more  for  this  purpose  would  relieve  a 
galling  situation. 

It  is  a  Fact 

[4]  that  what  they  say  in  South  India 
(Madura  Mission)  is  the  greatest  chance 
the  American  Board  has  had  there  for 
eighty  years,  a  chance  to  join  with  a 
Swedish  mission  board  in  co-operative 
work  for  a  large  and  important  robber 
caste  population,  has  been  declined  for 
financial  feasons. 

It  is  a  Fact 

[5]  that  American  Board  missionaries 
in  Mexico  are  saying  that  unless  the 
work  at  this  critical  time  can  be  more 
adequately  maintained,  it  might  as  well  be 
closed.  Similar  disheartenment  exists  in 
other  fields.  Mission  morale  is  being 
broken  down. 

It  is  a  Fact 

[6]  that  the  American  Board  is  unable 
today  to  finance  the  taking  back  of  its 
seven  hospitals  in  Turkey  which  have 
been  maintained  since  war  years  by  the 
Near  East  Relief  and  which  that  organi¬ 
zation  now  desires  to  return  into  mission 


hands  ;  or  to  take  over  the  care  and  train' 
ing  of  some  of  the  most  promising  of  the 
60,000  orphans  in  that  land. 

It  is  a  Fact 

[7]  that  in  Southern  Angola,  in  the  out' 
lying  field  of  the  West  Africa  Mission, 
is  a  region,  populous,  approachable,  re' 
sponsive  to  an  unusual  degree,  which  the 
missionaries  long  to  occupy,  but  from 
which,  for  the  want  of  a  small  appropria' 
tion,  they  are  perforce  held  back. 

Over  against  these  unparalleled  facts,  and 
as  many  more  that  could  easily  he  added,  the 
American  Board  faces  the  spectacle  of  the 
largest  deficit  in  its  history,  a  deficit  still 
growing  and  which,  unless  it  be  removed, 
will  compel  radical  reductions  in  work  in 
major  fields.  It  is  such  distress  that  prompts 
to  prayer  and  devotion. 

For  further,  information  as  to  these  or  other 
facts  address  any  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Board. 

For  literature  apply  to  John  G.  Hosmer, 
Agent,  14  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  or  to  any 
of  the  District  Offices  : 

New  York  :  287  Fourth  Avenue 
Chicago  :  19  South  La  Salle  Street 
San  Francisco  ;  Phelan  Building 

SEND  GIFTS  TO 

FREDERICK  A.  GASKINS,  Treasurer. 
Home  Office:  14  Beacon  Street,  Boston 


